
Place Progression  

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Locating 

objects within 

a classroom 

(or outdoors) 

using 

positional 

language like 

next to, near, 

under, behind 

etc. 

Locating 

physically in 

the local area 

and on maps 

using the four 

compass 

points. 

Locating in 

the UK on 

maps using 

compass 

points. 

Introduction 

to 8 compass 

points if 

appropriate.  

Locating on 

maps 

(including 

within Europe) 

using all 

compass 

points and 

letter/number 

system in 

atlases.  

 

 

Locating using 

maps and 

atlases 

(letter/number 

references in 

atlas/8 

compass 

points)  

Introduction 

to four-figure 

grid 

referencing 

system. 

Locating 

around the 

world on a 

map. 

Letter/number 

atlas. 8 

compass 

points.  

Introduction 

to the six-

figure grid 

reference 

system. 

Locating 

around the 

world on a 

map. 

Consolidating 

the six-figure 

grid reference 

system. 

 

Other opportunities for map work: 

Children will draw sketch maps 

Actual OS Maps of Local Area along with historical maps 

Maps of Mary Steven’s Park 

Use of Bing Maps (OS version) and Google Earth (Aerial photographs) 

Orienteering in PE 

Floor plans on residentials  


